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that it is almost impossible to go about, and catarrh, bronchitis, and 
croup in children are becoming very frequent. 

Bespectfully, H. S. Caminero, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

Report on the unsanitary condition of Santiago — Mortality statistics for 1896. 

Santiago de Cuba, January 2, 1897. 

Sir : On entering upon a new year, I thought I would send you a 
general report on Santiago de Cuba for the year just expired, giving 
you as accurate information as can be possibly obtained in a city where 
no accurate statistical returns are kept. * * * 

Santiago de Cuba, the city of Diego Velasques, and one of the oldest 
of the American Continent, is built on a succession of low and high 
hills, which gives it a very picturesque appearance when looked at from 
the bay, on the shores of which it lies. The number of inhabitants 
according to the census of 1895, published in the Official Bulletin of 
February 4, 1895, is 59,614, a little more than half being whites, and 
the rest colored, coolies, Chinese, etc. Owing to the number of male 
inhabitants gone to the insurgent army and the hundreds of families 
gone abroad, I estimate the population to be about 40,000. 

Intended by nature to be one of the healthiest cities in the world on 
account of its climate and location, Santiago has become, through the 
absence of hygienic measures and total disregard for the laws of health, 
one of the most dangerous localities to reside in, especially for unaccli- 
mated foreigners. The city has no sewerage, and the garbage and refuse 
matter from the houses are thrown on the empty lots or dumped in the 
suburbs, there to rot and breed the poisonous malaria or the deadly 
yellow fever. The poor employ a cheaper way of getting rid of their 
house refuse, and that is by dumping it into the streets, which, as a 
rule, are unpaved, and as the rainy season is long and the showers of 
rain heavy, the water carries away the soil, leaving large holes filled 
with stagnant water and all sorts of vegetable and animal matter. Dead 
animals will rot in the public thoroughfares, and no one takes the 
trouble of burying or destroying them, and no one pays but passing 
attention to the horrible stench that infects the air. 

No person who has visited this city will find this picture overdrawn 
nor the veracity of my statements questioned. In addition to this, sum 
up the state of war, with its accompanying horrors of want, poverty, and 
agglomeration of the poor inhabitants from the rural districts fleeing 
to the city for protection, and no one will wonder at the excessive mor- 
tality of the year 1896. 

Yellow fever, smallpox, dysentery, and malaria of the worst type 
have prevailed to a more or less extent during the whole of the past 
year. 

The total number of deaths, copied from the register's office, reach 
the enormous figure of 4,066 — 1,882 more than in the year 1895. Of 
these, 2,589 were males and 1,477 females, making the number for every 
1,000 inhabitants 101, or thereabout, in a population estimated at about 
40,000. 

The great disparity resulting between the males and females is owing 
to the number of soldiers who died at the military hospital. 

Two hundred and eight vessels were visited, and their crews, aggre- 
gating 6,134 men, examined; 149 bills of health and 59 supplemental 
bills of health were issued. The crews of several vessels were vacci- 
nated. 
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In conclusion, I will state that the United States consul and vice- 
consul have always aided me in my work, and have always backed me 
in every case that my authority has been disputed by captains or con- 
signees of vessels. 

Respectfully, H. S. Oaminero, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, TJ. S. M. H. S. 

ENGLAND. 

Report on the cases of cholera on the steamship Nubia. 

Plymouth, January 25, 1897. 
Sir: I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 12th instant, 
having reference to the cases of cholera on board the steamship Nubia, 
which vessel arrived off this port on the 9th instant, and when hailed by 
the tender reported cholera on board ; the tender immediately returned 
and took off the port medical officer. Two deaths had occurred on the 
voyage and were buried at sea, 2 more died off here, and the vessel 
steamed out to sea on two successive occasions to bury them, the cases 
being confined to the troops on board. Rigid isolation was enforced 
(the customary anchorage of these vessels is 2 miles from the town), 
complete disinfection instituted, the medical officer of the local govern- 
ment board in London brought down, suspicious cases of diarrhea 
removed to the floating hospital, and every possible precaution adopted. 
Neither passengers nor crew showed the slightest symptoms of disease 
and the port was in no way affected. Had it been, I should have 
promptly communicated with you. I inclose copy of a certificate 
which the medical officer of health of the port of Plymouth sent to each 
consulate and also copy of our health report for the week in which the 
deaths on board the Nubia occurred, from which you will observe that 
we had a clean bill of health here ; in fact, we have never had the 
slightest feeling of anxiety on the score of infection. I understand that 
the press all over the world has grossly exaggerated the facts and pro- 
duced a scare of which we, in Plymouth, felt nothing. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, F. W. Fox, 

United States Consul. 

[Inclosure — Copy. ] 

Health Depabtment, Municipal Buildings, 

Plymouth, January 14, 1897. 
I hereby certify that the health of the port of Plymouth is good. No case of 
infection has arisen on land, nor is there any probability of an outbreak occurring. 
The convalescent and suspicious cases of diarrhea removed from the steamship Nubia 
are absolutely isolated in a floating hospital. All articles of clothing, bedding, etc., 
are being disinfected by the most efficient system known, viz, high pressure steam. 
Information shall be furnished of any extension of disease. 

F. M. Williams, 
Medical Officer of Health, Port of Plymouth. 

GIBRALTAR. 

Quarantine notice. 

Gibraltar, January 21, 1897. 
The board of health at a meeting this day decided as follows : 
"All vessels arriving at Gibraltar from ports in India shall be 
inspected by the port surgeon. Vessels with foul bills of health shall 



